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THE  BRI3C0  FAMILY. 


Isaac  Brisco,  a pioneer  Loyalist  in  Emesttown  Township,  on  the  Bay  of 
Quint e,  in  the  Summer  of  1781*,  was  the  fifth  generation  of  the  Brisco  family 
in  America.  Nathaniel,  the  emigrant  to  the  new  world,  was  a native  of  Buckingham 
County  in  England,  where  his  ancestors  had  dwelt  sinve  the  fifteenth  century. 

Ihe  coat  of  arms  of  the  family  is  recorded  as  follwws: 

Arms Ar.  three  greyhounds  c our  ant  in  pile  sa. 

Crest A greyhound  c our  ant  sa.  seising  a hare  ppr. 

Motto Grata  Sume  manu. 

Nathaniel  Brisco,  the  first  of  the  name  in  America,  was  bom  in  the  last 
days  of  the  sixteenth  century,  in  the  parish  of  Amersham,  Buckinghamshire.  He 
married,  about  1620,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Henry  Honor,  and  in  I638,  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  emigrated  to  the  new  world.  He  settled  in  Watertown,  a 
short  distance  west  of  Boston,  Massachusetts.  Here,  he  became  known  as  the 
'rich  tanner.1  In  those  early  days,  through  some  error,  the  name  was  spelled 

in  various  ways  Brisco,  Briscoe,  and  Bisco,  even  though  Nathaniel  signed 

his  name  as  Brisco.  The  descendants  of  his  son,  John,  to  this  day,  use  the 
name  Bisco. 

Shortly  after  his  settlement  in  Watertown,  Nathaniel  necame  involved  in 
a religious  controversy,  and  was  fined  ten  pounds  because  of  a letter  which  hU 
had  written  on  the  subject.  Not  long  thereafter,  his  bam  was  burned,  and  his 
son,  Nathaniel,  junion,  was  severely  beaten  while  employed  at  Harvard  College. 
His  wife  died  in  Watertown  in  161*2,  and  ten  years  later  he  became  disillusioned 
with  life  in  America,  and  returned  to  Bigland  where  freedom  of  expression  was 
a right.  His  children,  already  grown  to  manhood,  remained  in  America. 

Nathaniel,  junior,  who  was  bom  in  England  about  1625-29,  accompanied  his 
parents  to  America  in  1630#  In  the  following  year  he  became  usher  to  Nathaniel 
Eaton,  the  first  teacher -manager  of  Harvard  College.  At  this  time  Nathaniel 
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was  termed  'a  gentleman  born.1  It  was  his  duty  to  run  errands  and  to  perform 
duties  which  the  students  should  not  have  to  do.  Three  days  after  assuming  his 
duties,  Eaton  accused  him  of  some  dereliction  of  duty.  As  a result  Eaton  beafr 
him  with  an  oak  cudgel,  saifl  bo  have  been  heavy  enough  to  kill  a horse.  Two 
men  in  Eaton's  employ  held  Brisco  while  the  headmaster  beat  him  over  the  head 
and  shoulders  two  hundred  blows.  At  this  Brisco  drew  a knife  from  his  pocket 
and  attacked  one  of  the  men  who  Held  him.  Believing  that  he  was  about  to  die, 
Brisco  called  on  God  for  protection.  At  this  Eaton  again  attacked  him  for  taking 
the  name  of  God  in  vain. 

On  the  following  day,  Eaton  sonplained  to  the  magistrates  of  Brisco's 
tirades  and  of  his  drawing  a knife.  Full  investigation  followed  and  Eaton  was 
found  guilty  of  brutality  and  was  fined  one  hundred  pounds,  and  was  ordered  to 
pay  compensation  in  the  amount  of  thirty  pounds  to  Brisco.  At  the  same  time  he 
was  discharged  from  his  duties  at  Harvard.  The  amount  of  the  fine  was  later 
reduced  and  Brisco's  compensation  was  lowered  to  twenty  pounds.  Eaton  left 
Harvard  and  a year  or  two  later  finally  returned  to  England. 

Nathaniel  Brisco,  junior,  removed  to  Wethersfield,  Connecticut,  soon  after 
his  brutal  beating  by  Eaton.  Witnin  a short  time  thereafter  he  joined  other 
Watertown  residents  in  the  settlement  of  Milford,  in  the  same  state.  His  name 
appears  on  the  records  of  the  first  town  meeting  of  Milford  held  on  November 
20,  1639.  Here  he  became  possessed  of  several  lots,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
church  on  20  April,  16UU,  with  his  wife  Hehetabel,  whose  surname  is  unknown. 

He  died,  it  is  believed,  in  1683,  leaving  two  sons,  Nathaniel  and  James. 

Uhe  first  son,  Nathaniel,  was  baptized  in  Milford  in  I6lj6.  He  married  on 
November  29,  1672,  Mary,  daughter  of  Edward  Camp.  She  had  been  baptized  April 
21st,  165>2.  He  and  his  wife  were  admitted  to  the  church  on  January  28th,  l67h* 
Samuel,  his  second  son,  was  baptized  April  7th,  1678.  He  married,  firstly,  Oct. 


THE  BRISCO  FAMILY 


3 


23rd,  1708,  Ruth  Smith.  She  died  in  childbirth,  17th  Nov. ,1709*  leaving 
an  only  daughter,  Ruth,  born  on  the  same  day. 

Samuel  married,  secondly,  3 July,  1712,  Abigail  Olcott,  who  was  the 

mother  of  five  children.  One  son,  Nathan,  born  15  July,  1717 » married 

Ruth  (surname  unknown)  who  was  born  in  1719  and  died  in  1806.  Their  first 

Jehial 

son,  Isaac,  born  1739 t married  about  1760  Ruth,  daughter  of  dbdadbeh  Hawley 
of  Newton,  Conn.,  and  his  wife  Sarah  Dunning.  The  Hawleys  and  Briscos 
removed  to  Vermont  and,  being  loyal,  became  Tories  *md  joined^  Gen.  Burgoyne 
in  the  year  1777  and  finally  settled  in  Ernestown  Township. 

The  Hawley  family  came  originally  from  Derbyshire,  England  to  Hass. 

The  first  member  was  ^oseph,  who  later  removed  to  Stratford,  Conn,  where 
he  became  a prominent  person.  Here  his  son,  Samuel,  was  born  in  l6V?.  The 
next  generation,  Ephrem,  was  born  in  New  Milford.  His  son  Jehietl,  was 
born  im  1712  and  in  1731  married  Sarah  Dunning.  Their  daughter,  Ruth, 
married  Isaac  Brisco  about  17^0. 

After  1763*  when  the  area  later  to  be  known  as  Vermont,  was  open  for 
settlement,  Jehiftl  Hawley  led  a large  group  who  settled  in  the  town  of 
Arlington,  north  of  Bennington.  Isaac  Brisco  and  wife  Ruth  went  along. 
Isaac  became  a prominent  landowner  in  the  new  town  where  he  served  as  town 
clerk. 

During  the  struggle  between  New  Hampshire  and  New  York  for  possession 
of  the  new  settlements  later  known  as  Vermont,  the  newcomers  in  Arlington 
favored  the  Green  Mountain  Boys.  But  in  1775 » when  the  colonies  became 
rebellious  because  of  the  tax  on  tea,  their  attitude  changed.  They  were 
loyal  British  subjects  and  to  them  rebellion  was  not  to  be  considered. 

When  Gen.  Burgoyne  approached  up  the  Richilieu  River  and  across  Lake 
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Champlain,  Isaac  Brisco  and  his  fifteen  year  old  son  Norris,  along  with  the 
Hawleys,  joined  the  ranks  and  were  with  the  army  during  the  battle  of  Saratoga. 

Following  the  surrender  at  Saratoga,  when  Burgoyne  was  surrounded  by 
the  enemy,  with  winter  coming  on  and  supplies  short  and  the  base  at  Quebec 
200  miles  away,  it  was  agreed  that  all  Americans  who  had  joined  the  British 
Army  would  be  allowed  to  retire  to  Canada,  provided  they  did  not  serve  again 
during  the  present  conflect.  Under  those  conditions,  Isaac  Brisco  and  his 
son  Norris  made  their  way  tojpt.  John,  Quebec. 

Mrs.  Brisco  and  her  remaining  three  children,  /UP 6B  , age  14,  Anne,  age  1*, 
and  Nathan,  11,  were  at  home  in  Arlington.  But  soon  conditions  changed  at 
home.  The  authorities  seized  the  possessions  of  Isaac  and  sold  them  at  public 
auction  by  virtue  of  the  Confiscation  Act  of  April,  1778.  Ruth  and  her 
children  were  turned  out  of  their  home  and  ordered  to  join  her  husband  in 
Canada.  In  March,  1778,  Capt.  Isaac  Clark  was  authorized  to  transport  Mrs. 
Brisco  and  her  children,  with  others*  to  the  enemy's  lines  by  flag  of  truce. 
According  to  an  entry  found  in  the  Vermont  State  Papers  - 
"Mrs.  Brisco  is  permitted  to  carry  with  her 

2 feather  beds  and  bedding  for  the  same,  the  Bedding  to  consist 
of  three  Coverlids,  one  Bed-Quilt,  four  blankets  and  three  sheets 
5 pewter  plates 
2 ditto  platters 
2 basons 

1 T pot  or  Tea  Kettle 
1 small  Brass  Kettle 
1 Brass  Skillet 

1 chest  for  her  waring  apparil,  and  her  children 
and  knives  and  forks. 

The  records , while  incomplete , state  that  the  auction  of  the  Brisco 
Estate  r ealized^4300. 
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We  should  note  here  that  in  1787  when  Brisco* s Claim  for  Losses  was 

heard  in  Montreal,  he  valued  his  estate  at^1 2046*  The  Commission,  at  first, 

cnvU/ 

allowed  him  T5sg£  7^0 , which,  on  appeal,  was  increased  to<£l785. 

While  the  rebels  made  more  than#  4300  in  confiscation,  they  lost  a fine 
family  of  Pioneers.  When  all  is  said  and  done,  Canada  won,  and  the  Briscos 
retained  their  honor  and  integrity,  although  they  were  forced  to  build  anew 
in  the  wilderness  of  Upper  Canada,  carrying  with  them  thirteen  useless  deeds 
and  their  meagre  worldly  goods. 

It  should  be  noted  that  Mrs.  Brisco  and  her  children  were  settled  in 

the  refugee  camp  at  Tamachich^  The  children  in  a list  13  Sept.  1778,  wejse, 

Abigail  (Nabe)  aged  14 
Anne  *•  13 

Nathan  " 11 

Then  in  the  Spring  of  1784,  the  many  refugee  Loyalists  prepared  to  settle 

on  lands  along  the  Upper  St.  Lawrence  River,  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Ontario 

and  the  Bay  of  Quinte.  The  Briscos,  as  members  of  Jessups  Rangers, settled 

in  Township  No.  2(Ernesttown)  in  the  month  of  June. 

The  records  contain  references  to  the  Brisco  family  as  follows: 

— Isaac  Brisco  of  Ernesttown,  m.  Ruth  Hawley  (Archives  Report, 1904, p.436) 
Anne,  marr.  Duncan  Bell.  O.C.  8 July  1797 
Nathan  of  Ernesttown,  U.E. 

Norris  of  Ernesttown,  H.E. 

(Abigail  (Nabe)  = Luke  Carscallen)  O.C.  8 July  1797 

Nathan  Brisco  of  Ernesttown,  marr.  Mary,  dau.  Joseph  Huffman  Sr.  U.E. 
Isaac  Norris  of  Ernesttown,  O.C.  19  Sejit . 1839 

Jane  Maria,  marr.  Nelson  Shorey  of  Camden  East.  O.C.  28  Nov.  1839 
Mary  Ann,  O.C.  22  Sept.  1836 

Adam  Jehiel  of  Fredericksburgh  O.C.  28  Oct.  1833 

Sarah  Amanda,  marr.  Empey  of  Ernesttown  28  Oct.  1833 
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Eve,  marr.  Empey  of  Ernes t town,  O.C.  28  Oct.  1833 

Hannah  Maria,  marr.  John  Aylesworth  of  Ernest town:  died 
12  Nov.  l84l  in  21st.  year  O.C.  4 Sept.  1834 

Norris  Brisco  of  Ernest town,  marr.  Elizabeth  Aylesworth  19  Jan.  1795 
Ruth  O.C.  11  Feb.  1836 
Catherine  Eliza  O.C.  3 Apr.  1834 
Sarah  Ann  O.C.  3 Aprl.  1834 
Benjamin  of  Ernesttown  O.C.  3 Aprl.  1834 

Esther,  marr.  Peter  Miller  of  Ernesttown  O.C.  3 April  1834 
Nathan  A.  of  Ernesttown  O.C.  3 Apr*  1834 
Isaac  of  Ernesttown  O.C.  3 Apr;,  1834 
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